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Steve Hackett: Forest Steward of the Year
Jelf Calvert Steve points out others
I met Steve Hackett in 2001 when he applied wﬁo share qeditﬁr
to the Forest Legacy Program (FLP) for state ™ his acc?mpl”hmmts-'
funding to purchase a conservation easement for . ﬂeﬂ)ﬂ” Hackett,
(below) Steve Hackett the family ranch near Ferndale in Humboldt Co. and (below) Maya
discusses the history and Four generations of Hacketts have managed Con_md) Northeoast
management challenges and lived on Howe Creek Ranch. It was Steve’s Regional Land Trust
of his 3800-acre ranch intense desire and his family’s wishes that the boardmember; Jeff
during a field trip to the ranch be maintained and managed for its value Calvert, Forest Legacy
J Coordinator; and

Howe Creek Ranch.

in timber and cattle production.
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How can Forestland Steward newsletter serve you?

I'd like to see more information on

My suggestions are

Name

Q Add me to the mailing list / 1 Change my address:

Organization

Address

City, Zip

Phone

e-mail

Q To save on printing costs and paper, we encourage you to get the
internet version of Forestland Steward. Check here for an email
copy of each issue instead of a hard copy.

Send to CAL FIRE, Forestry Assistance, P.O. Box 944246, Sacramento, CA 94244-
2460. Phone: (916) 653-8286; Fax: (916) 653-8957; email: jeff.calvert@fire.ca.gov I
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Francis Carrington,
Humboldt County
landowner with a
FLP conservation
easement.

A conservation easement would allow the

family to reduce the debt and tax value of the
land and preserve the ranch. But conservation
easements were not common among the
ranching community. Most of his neighbors
were very skeptical of this approach, which they
viewed as a “sell-out” to the government.

In 2002, Howe Creek Ranch conservation
easement closed with Pacific Forest Trust as the
grantee. Recognizing the need for a local land
trust, Steve and others created the Northcoast
Regional Land Trust in 2003.

Through discussions with Steve, formerly
skeptical friends and neighbors were convinced
that the only way to save their ranches from
development and provide for future generations
was through a conservation easement. Steve
helped formulate the Six Rivers to the Sea Forest
Legacy Project to provide a blanket strategic plan
for multiple landowners. Through this project,
funding was leveraged to purchase conservation
easements over numerous tracts.

The success of conservation of working forest
properties in Humboldt County is largely due to
the vision, dedication, and hard work of Steve
Hackett. He has been an effective champion of
working lands conservation. We are pleased to
name him the 2007 Forest Steward of the Year.

1o nominate someone for the Forest Steward of the
Year Award, call 7-800-738-TREE.
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